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Mine Explosion 


Christian leaders in Pineville, 
Kentucky, where the terrible coal 
mine explosion recently killed 23 
miners and left the seven survivors 
more dead than alive, report on 
the conditions underlying this dis- 
aster — conditions that were ig- 
nored by the press in describing 
the tragedy. 


Not Safe 


The working conditions violated 
every principle of safe mining. 
Rescue workers reported coa] dust 
from six inches to two feet deep 
all over the mine and said that bad 
ventilation was prevalent. Within 
the past two years, the Federal 
and state mine inspectors have 
recommended in four reports that 
the mine be condemned, However, 
the authority to condemn the mine 
and close it rests with local in- 
spectors who are political office 
holders and are controlled by the 
mine owners. 

Even the ownership of the mine 
is a tangled affair of front holding 
companies to avoid liability and 
responsibility. Therefore, the fam- 
ilies of the miners who died will 
very likely be cheated of any just 
or reasonable compensation, Fed- 
eral mine inspectors report that 
nearly all mines in the great Ken- 
tucky fields are operated by dum- 
my corporations and that very few 
can pass a Federal safety inspec- 
tion. All enforcement of legal 
responsibility and safety lies in 
the hands of local officials who are 
a part of a very corrupt local and 
state political set up. 


Perilous Work 


Newspapers and radios howl 
with anger when coal miners ask 
for a raise in pay, No doubt coal 
miners sometimes get selfish and 
their leaders become arrogant,—as 
all men do,—but no news reports 
gave the world the sordid and law- 
less background of this latest mine 
disaster. The stricken families will 
go hungry, the crippled survivors 
will limp in miserable poverty 
through life, and no one will care 
or pay any further attention to 
the problems of the coal miner— 
until he. dares again to strike for 
more safety protection or for a 
raise in pay to cover his risks and 
short life prospects in the most 
dangerous occupation in industry. 


OESN’T THE DIVINITY OF JESUS suffer rather than gain by 
all these arguments about the virgin birth? The virgin birth is 
beyond the realm of argument. You can’t prove it, you can’t disprove it! 
You must either believe or not believe. But when you take some great 
saying of Christ, such as “Love thy neighbor,” and discover that its 
acceptance would stop strikes, stop wars, stop hunger and fill the world 
with happiness and plenty—ah, there you have divinity in action; 
Three simple words that lifted man out of centuries of despair to a 
hope that will not die. Did you ever notice that the folks who argue 
the most about the virgin birth are often the ones who will not face 
the full implications of “Love thy neighbor” ? 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


TRIKES UNNECESSARY. In the great nationwide strikes now 
gtipping our economic system, there are a few factors the Chris- 
tian layman should know but which are not made available through 
usual news sources. This whole scourge of strikes is absolutely un- 
necessary and could easily have been avoided. Contrary to the picture 
created by the press, the vast majority of younger and more progres- 
sive business leaders and managers realize that, to maintain our present 
economy with its huge national debt structure, only a substantial gen- 
eral wage rise would offset the drop in earnings when the end of the 
war terminated overtime pay. And this drop is a very real thing to 
millions of workers’ families which had their wages reduced from $65 
to $36 a week, with no reduction in living costs—in fact, with many 
increases. And if wages do not go up, the cost of living must come 
down,—and that is impossible since the whole credit structure of the 
country is tied to the huge debt which cannot be supported without the 
maintenance of a high-price, high-wage, high-tax level of economy. 


ARD CORE OF HATE. But in spite of the intelligent and reas- 
onable attitude which exists in a large part of progressive business 
management, there is a hard core of labor hating, union hating, 
monopoly loving individuals who control the nation’s steel and auto 
industries and utility investments who are willing to wreck the whole 
country before they will see their high-profit, scarce-economy, monop- 
olistic controls threatened by a more progressive economic trend. 


OCIALISM OR WAGES. Also, the actual fact is that most of our 
labor leadership realize that the wage rise will have to be somewhat 
gradual—that a too sudden increase in wages would scare investors 
and hurt new business expansion. Many of the more intelligent and 
able labor leaders believe that a 14 per cent to 18 per cent wage in- 
crease would achieve the desired end of starting the march forward 
to a high wage economy without shocking investors and impeding 
business expansion. But there is also a hard core of the hate capitalism, 
hate management element in labor which wants to use the present 


(continued on next page) 


Speak Up for Labor 


Nearly all big newspapers are re- 
fusing to print labor’s side of the 
present strike controversy, but not 
all wealthy people approve of this 
undemocratic practice. Especially 
significant is the fact that Ethel B. 
du Pont, a member of the im- 
portant industrial family, has tak- 
en issue with the press on the 
question of a fair presentation of 
labor’s case. 


Letter to GM 


According to the railroad work- 
ers’ weekly, Labor, Miss du Pont 
prepared an open letter to General 
Motors Corporation, of which she 
is a stockholder, protesting its re- 
fusal to bargain with employees 
on a basis she considers fair. 

Said the railroad weekly: ‘‘She 
ran up against a stone wall when 
she sought publication of her ads 
in newspapers in New York, Chi- 
cago, Detroit and Washington. The 
New York Times accepted the ad 
and took $246.40 in payment, but 
up t» date it has not appeared. 
The other papers, all of which car- 
ried full pages of General Motors’ 
ads dealing with the wage dispute, 
said no space could be found... 

‘Various excuses were given by 
the publishers, but the real reason 
seems to be that Miss du Pont 
sharply criticized General Motors 
management, Among other things, 
Miss du Pont’s ad pointed out that 
Genera] Motors is ‘vested with re- 
sponsibility for public welfare and 
should, therefore, consider itself 
accountable to the public,’ and 
added: ‘For that reason, I am writ- 
ing to urge you to accept arbitra- 
tion and to open the books and 
reports of the company for inspec- 
tion by the representatives of your 
government and your employees’ 
union, in order that the company’s 
ability or inability to meet the de- 
mands for increased wages may 
be ascertained. 

“‘Many of your stockholders 
find it embarrassing to have to ad- 
mit that, in spite of being consid- 
ered one of the richest corpora- 
tions in the world, General Motors 
has refused to accept the responsi- 
bility it owes the country, the con- 
sumergs and its employees. I be- 
lieve that other stockholders, like 


(continued on next page) 





Atom Bombs 


Many people do not realize that 
the United States is still making 
atomic bombs—and making them 
in considerable quantities. United 
States atom bomb plants are still 
operat.ng 24 hours a day! 

Also it is not widely known that 
the leading atomic scientists de- 
clare that the atom bomb will very 
soon be the cheapest weapon mod- 
ern man has known, as well as the 
most effective. Dr. J, R. Oppen- 
heimer headed the Los Alomos, 
New Mexico, laboratory where 
6,000 persons, including hundreds 
of scientists, perfected and manu- 
factured the bombs. He has recent- 
ly stated that only the incredibly 
misinformed believe that the cost 
in dol.ars and manpower of atomic 
warfare is prohibitive to all but 
the wea thiest nations. Yet that 
statement has often been made by 
prominent military and political 
leaders. 

“Precise figures for the prob- 
able cost, and thus probable effort 
involved in atomic destruction,” 
said Dr. Oppenheimer, “cannot be 
gven. In this past war it has 
cost the Unted States about $10 
per pound to deliver ordinary ex- 
plosives to an enemy target. Fifty 
thousand tons of explosive would 
thug cost one billion to deliver. 
What would it cost to make and 
deliver an atomic bomb of equiva- 
lent energy release? It seems cer- 
tain that this cost will be several 
hundred times less.” 

In fact, according to Dr, Oppen- 
heimer, war has become danger- 
ously cheap—so cheap that an 
aggrcssive, although impoverished, 
natior. might be tempted to de- 
stroy the world in a desperate 
gamble for dominance. 

Dr, Oppenheimer said: ‘Atomic 
explos ves profoundly upset the 
aready precarious balance be- 
tween the effort necessary to de- 
stroy and the extent of destruction 
.. . It would seem that the reluc- 
tance of peoples and governments 
to divert a large part of wealth 
and effort to preparations for war 
can’t be counted on to insure ab- 
sence of preparations.” 


Growing Co-Ops 

The amazing growth and in- 
creasing importance of the cooper- 
ative movement in America, espe- 
cially in rural areas, is revealed by 
the statement issued by Harold 
Hodges, of the Farm Credit Ad- 
ministration, Washington, D. C., 
that nearly one-half of the farmers 
of the United States are members 
of one or more farm cooperatives. 

“There are approximately 10,000 
buying and marketing cooperatives 
in the United States,” said Mr. 
Hodges, “with 4,250,000 members 
who annually handle more than 
$5,000,000,000 worth of farm prod- 
ucts and supplies.” 

About two-thirds of the mem- 
bers belong to cooperative market- 
ing associations which annually do 
a $4,000,000,000 business and one- 
third are members of purchasing 
cooperatives which buy about $1,- 
000,000,000 worth of farm supplies, 
—feeds, fertilizers, insecticides, 
shipping containers, equipment and 
other commodities. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


period of post-war economic readjustment for starting the march 
toward an absolute workers socialism. Like their hard core counterpart 
in the ranks of capitalism, they are willing to see the country wrecked 
in the process of having their ideas worked out. 

The government, through President Truman’s considerate and 
reasonable approaches to the problem, has tried to draw the tolerant 
elements of both sides together to force a solution on the diehards. 
But mud slinging against Truman has completely confused the issue 
in the press and on the radio where the arch conservatives maintain a 
stranglehold on the American mind by their widespread control of the 
nation’s advertising. And much of the labor press, somewhat under 
the domination of the hate captialism crowd in the unions, is confusing 
the issue among the workers also in tirades of mud slinging against 
Truman and the government for not supporting the demands of the 
extremists in the ranks of labor. 

It is in this manner that both the public and the workers are being 
misled, with resulting confusion and continuing dangerous and costly 
deadlock. 

Proof of the existence of the reasonable, liberal element in both 
business and labor lies in the quiet, efficient way the new Kaiser auto 
company quickly came to terms with the same CIO group which is 
fighting General Motors. Miracle man Kaiser is one of the most hated 
names in Wall Street. He gets along with labor, is progressive; gets 
things done first, puts profits secondary. Also several oil companies, 
shoe companies, paper manufacturing companies and dozens of other 
industrial corporations led by progressives have come to terms with 
their unions and are going ahead. But little is said in the press and 
over the air about those who are thinking and acting constructively. 

There have also been efforts to bring veteran sentiments into the 
struggle. In Detroit, General Motors tried to build up a veteran anti- 
labor angle against the auto strikers by publicity directed toward the 
veterans’ supposedly anti-union attitude. The CIO retaliated by broad- 
casting the information that 22,000 World War II veterans were on 
strike and on the picket line! 

Between the Lines’ warning to its readers during the war years 
that much of the veteran anti-labor reports were being exaggerated is 
now being born out. An important business magazine took a poll of 
returning veterans, hoping for “favorable facts,” and learned that 
nearly 90 per cent of World War II veterans expressed themselves as 
favoring union demands. The boys are back now looking for jobs. 

The Christian layman must not shut his eyes to the sins of misled 
unionism and the threat of misguided labor leadesrhip, but he also 
cannot afford to be misled by the twisted information which unfor- 
tunately characterizes much of the anti-labor propaganda prevalent in 
some business circles. 

By late spring, we pray sooner, you will see a general settlement 
of these wage issues as the extremists are battered down by the slowly 
rising general consciousness of the public. Over the country the wage 
rise will most likely average from 14 per cent to 18 per cent—condi- 
tioned chiefly by local living costs. How permanent such a settlement 
will be will depend upon the continued control of prices by the gov- 
ernment and continued prospects of full employment. But with big 
business fighting government controls over prices, the prospects are 
not too steady. 


UP ASSEMBLY. As you read the news of the first momentous 

sessions of the United Nations General Assembly meeting in Lon- 
don, you will do well to remember that, unfortunately, much damage 
has already been done to undermine the United Nations’ machinery of 
peace. These irreparable injuries were caused by the selfish moves of 
the Big Three—each acting independently of other nations’ interests, 
although pretending to cooperate. 

Many problems that were settled independently should have been 
handled by the UNO General Assembly now meeting. Among the 
matters settled arbitrarily by the large powers, without reference to 
UNO deliberations, are: the ultimate disposition of Germany; the 
liquidation of the European war with Italy, Finland, Romania, Bulgaria 
and Hungary; control of Japan; settlement of British-Siamese disputes; 
mediation by the United States between the Chinese Nationalist and 
Communist factions; and settlement by Britain of the Dutch-Indone- 

(continued on next page) 





Speak Up for Labor 


(continued) 


myself, hope the company will re- 
consider and will enter genuine 
collective bargaining.’ ” 

The labor publication states that 
Miss du Pont, who formerly was 
professor of economics at the 
Louisville University and is a 
member of the AFL Teachers’ 
Union, believes that General Mo- 
tor’s labor policies jeopardize cor- 
porate earnings as well as hold 
back the reconversion program, 


Du Pont vs Steel 


In 1941 another du Pont, Miss 
Zara du Pont who is a cousin of 
industrial barons Pierre, Lamont 
and Irenee, protested the treat- 
ment of labor by the Bethlehem 
Steel Corporation. She attended a 
stockholders meeting (she is a 
large stockholder herself) and ac- 
cused Officials of throwing away 
the corporation’s funds on labor 
espionage and a systematic and 
brutal campaign to intimidate 
workers and prevent them from 
joining unions, She then brought 
suit in Federal court to compel 
Bethlehem Steel to make restitu- 
tion of $1,000,000 spent on “illegal 
and wrongful warfare on labor.” 

Miss Zara du Pont is now 76 
years old; she has picketed indus- 
tries and contributed generously to 
labor causes. 


Stockholders’ Response 


The last word on this matter 
from labor sources is that Miss 
Ethel du Pont has reported that 
she wrote Lloyd K. Garrison, 
chairman of President Truman’s 
fact-finding board in the General 
Motors wage dispute, and that she 
has received more than 1,000 let- 
ters and telegrams from General 
Motors’ stockholders backing her 
demand that differences with em- 
ployees be arbitrated and that the 
concern open its books for inspec- 
tion of costs and profits, Not all 
the wealthy and well-to-do are 
anti-union labor haters ag the la- 
bor hating press and radio would 
have you believe. 


Kagawa 


Kagawa is now known to be ac- 
cepted in Japan as the leading 
figure in Christian movements and 
in civic and political reforms. He 
is highly regarded by American 
military authorities .. , all this in 
spite of the lies spread against 
him by the hate specialists in Am- 
erica during past months. 


International Control 


The internationa] control of col- 
onies was to be a forward step, un- 
der the UNO charter, from the old 
mandate system. As a Worldover 
Press report points out, Java al- 
most meets the _ specifications! 
There the republican elements are 
being put down by a combination 
of United States lend-lease arms, 
British tanks, planes and troops, 
Dutch armed forces, East Indian 
mercenary soldiers, and Japanese 
military formations, 





Baptists and Mediation 


The Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion, through its Council of Chris- 
tian Social Progress, has called 
upon Baptist ministers to do all 
they can to promote and create 
mediation, arbitration and fact- 
finding bodies in loca] industrial 
disputes, and to serve with such 
groups wherever and whenever 
they can, 


Drug Monopoly 


Many complaints are heard in 
the press about government con- 
trol of prices, but very little is 
heard of the control of prices and 
the destruction of real free enter- 
prise by monopolists. 

Recently in Washington, D. C., 
the ex-governor of Massachusetts, 
now Senator, Saltonstall] intro- 
duced a so-called “fair trade bill” 
that was aimed at eliminating cut 
rate selling of standard brands and 
trade marked goods in the District 
of Columbia, Hearings on the bill 
were kept strictly hush-hush. Then 
women’s clubs in Washington got 
wind of it, various consumers 
groups heard of the closed hear- 
ings and the storm broke. 

The consumers spokesmen were 
allowed to speak before the special 
committee considering the merits 
of the bill. Various witnesses dem- 
onstrated that the bill would raise 
prices on standard brand products 
as much as 20 per cent or 30 per 
cent in the District of Columbia. 
To his surprise, Saltonstall learned 
that prices on furniture, automo- 
bi'es, electrical equipment, drugs, 
liquor and groceries would be af- 
fected. 

A similar bill had been passed 
in Massachusetts at the instigation 
of the National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists, and Senator Salton- 
stall frankly said that this or- 
ganization had asked him to in- 
troduce the bill in Washington. He 
had not realized that it would 
cause any hardship, and was 
shocked to learn that Massachu- 
setts residents were purchasing by 
mail such essential drugs ag in- 
sulin, for diabetes, from a Wash- 
ington drug store which could give 
them ‘‘cut-rate,” or lower, prices 
than Massachusetts drug stores. 

The “fair-trade” act of the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Drug- 
gists has been passed, through 
powerful lobbies organized through- 
out the nation, in 45 states. The 
attempt to get the bill passed in 
the District of Columbia, from 
which came considerable consumer 
testimony, resulted in the release 
by the Federal Trade Commission 
of a report on the monopolistic 
practices of the drug organization. 


Imported Labor 


Large commercial interests are 
endeavoring to fight higher wages 
and greater economic sharing with 
the American worker by perpetu- 
ating a war measure which brought 
thousands of low paid workers to 
America from Mexico, Jamaica 
and other neighboring countries. 
Big business interests have put 
pressure on Congress to pass a 
$25,000,000 appropriation bill to 
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WILL WE EVER LEARN? 
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forgive us our trespasses 
as We forgive Those Who 
Trespass agamst us” 
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Christ did not say that the guilty should not be punished. He upheld 
the law, and the law cannot stand unless penalties fall upon those who 
break it. But having fulfilled the law, He went forward to teach the only 
doctrine that can bring peace to man or his world. He taught that for- 
giveness and love are also a part of divine law and that when men have 
accepted their just punishment, hatred and vengeance must stop so that men 
who have been breakers of the law may be taught and transformed by the 
miracle of love and truth. Much of the ) Pond of the human race is a sordid 
testimony of man’s failure to understand and follow this,—the only path to 
an enduring civilization and a peaceful society. 
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sian problem. The UNO trusteeship of Korea as a means of settling 
that touchy, dangerous problem was arranged by the Soviet and is one 
of the few cases in which use has been made of UNO facilities. 

Moscow’s attitude toward trusteeships will influence the whole 
colonial system, or, in any case, the mandated areas set up by the old 
League of Nations in 1920. The big colonial powers are going to have 
to readjust their thinking when the new trusteeship system is consid- 
ered for such places as the islands of the Pacific, the former German 
East Africa, Southwest Africa, or Palestine. :; 

Thus, when you begin to read the official releases praising the 
work of the UNO’s London Assembly, just keep in mind that this 
organization was not even allowed, except in a superficial way, to 
touch the issues that are most deeply related to the peace. 


ATA ON MacARTHUR. The American people are being 

told a lot about the attacks against MacArthur and his policies 
in Tokyo, but have not been told that the British also have been fight- 
ing MacArthur, even more than have the Russians. Secretary of State 
Byrnes in a press conference plainly told Washington newsmen that 
the British had put greater pressure by far on the United States for a 
change in policy in Tokyo than had Russia. 

The Russians don’t like MacArthur’s policies because they exclude 
Russia’s full participation in Japanese settlements. British opposition 
is more subtle but more powerful. London Empire spokesmen do not 
like MacArthur’s emphasis on brotherhood, individual rights, land 
reform and the breaking up of land and industrial monopolies. Such 
a program is feared by London conservatives because of its influence 
on other peoples of Asia who are dominated by British, Dutch and 
French empire interests. 

(continued on next page) 


Tension Eased 


People who live in areas where 
race tension has risen to danger- 
ous proportions—and there are 
many such areas—should study 
the following report by S. Burton 
Heath, Detroit Scripps Howard 
newsman. Mr. Heath says that the 
expected increase in racial ten- 
sion in Detroit during the recon- 
version period has not material- 
ized; that, in fact, despite post- 
war layoffs and other labor prob- 
lems, racial tension has actually 
decreased. 


Race Relations Improved 


Mr. Heath quotes George Scher- 
mer, director of the Detroit Inter- 
raciat Comm.ttee, as saying that 
the hysteria concerning the prob- 
ab.lity of race troubles has de- 
clined, and that there are decreas- 
ing indications of violence along 
racial lines, And Mrs. Geraldine 
Bledsoe, respected Negro ieader, 
said: “Rac.al tension appears to be 
at its lowest ebb since the war 
boor began.” 

“In many respects,” reports Mr, 
Heath, ‘‘Detroit has the worst ra- 
cial situation of any northern in- 
dustrial metropolis — potentially. 
It was the war-boom mecca of 
some 80,000 Negroes, mostly south- 
ern, who intend to remain, Even 
before they came half of the city’s 
140,006 Negroes were very badiy 
housed. By covenants and deed 
restrictions, the area available for 
Negro housing has been closely 
limited. The riots of 1943 attracted 
national attention. After them ten- 
sion continued to mount. ... Then 
came a sudden drop. In June, this 
year, there were 30... . incidents, 
compared with 59 in June, 1944. 
This July there were only 19, con- 
trasted with 62 last year.” 


Deliberate Effort 


The change in racial attitudes 
was not the resuit of full employ- 
ment, desirable housing or similar 
physical improvements. Conditions 
are as bad as ever, but, as the 
result of a deliberate community 
effort, says the Detroit newsman, 
both white and colored groups are 
trying to be tolerant and under- 
standing and the machinery for 
handling disputes before’ they 
cause riots has been set up. To 
quote Mr. Heath: 

“The whole story of what has 
been done is a long one. It can be 
summarized, in tabloid, like this: 

“Police Commissioner John F. 
Ballenger has given his force a 
course in tolerance and impartial- 
ity. From newcomers he has 
weeded out many bigots, He has 
warned that Negro-baiting will be 
punished severely and actually has 
dismissed some cops for it. He 
has made a business of meeting 
Negro leaders, addressing Negro 
gatherings, explaining the police 
side of things, promising that 
whenever evidence of discrimina- 
tion is brought he will take action. 


Effective Technique 

“The Detroit street railway sys- 
tem and the cab companies have 
placed starters in areas where 
congestion used to cause crowding 
and pushing that made for vio- 
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Imported Labor 
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import 75,000 workers from Mexi- 
co and the West Indies. The De- 
partment of Agriculture sponsored 
the b.ll because, Department offi- 
cials told labor representatives, 
owners of the large commercial 
farms and beet sugar growers re- 
fused to increase production until 
they were sure of getting “cheap 
labor.” 

The workers brought in from 
Mexico, Jamaica and the Bahamas 
are to be sent to the large farms 
in the South and West. Their trans- 
portation will be paid at the tax- 
payer’s expense, medical care will 
be provided and they are promised 
housing and pay at the “prevailing 
wage” of the community. How- 
ever, labor officials charge that 
these safeguards as to pay and 
housing are frail indeed. The work- 
ers are for the most part bound 
for areas where housing and sani- 
tary conditions are wretched and 
where there is no such thing as a 
prevailing wage. The project of im- 
porting labor for the beet sugar 
growers and large commercial 
farms is carried out under the 
State Extension Service which, in 
many cases, is controlled by large 
commercial, agricultural interests. 

Labor officials are backed in 
their charges by a statement pub- 
lished recently by distinguished 
churchmen, representing Protes- 
tants, Catholics and Jews. This 
statement declared that the im- 
ported workers were brutally ex- 
ploited and have lowered the 
standards of American workers. 
The American press and radio, for 
obvious reasons, gave no notice to 
this important document. 


Trade with Europe 


At the same time that our gov- 
ernment is lending millions of 
dollars of the taxpayers’ money to 
the imperia] Dutch Government, 
reliable authorities are charging in 
Washington that Dutch Officials 
are discriminating against Ameri- 
can business interests and have 
already caused a loss of millions 
of dollars in trading opportunities. 
Not only is a financia] loss in- 
volved, but businessmen who wish 
to re-establish trade with the 
Netherlands are being aroused to 
bitter resentment. 

The lack of dollar exchange is 
holding up the importation of Am- 
erican goods in Holland. Under 
the compulsion of British trade 
controls, however, a comfortable 
pound credit was built up in the 
Netherlands throughout the war. 
Thus an American firm requesting 
an export license from the Nether- 
lands Government has little chance 
of getting it—out of 3,000 re- 
quests, only five were granted— 
while a British firm, also request- 
ing an export license, will experi- 
ence no such difficulty. While 
America is called upon to feed, 
clothe and rehabilitate Europe, 
European industrial and _ trade 


leaders resume the old game. of 
blocking American trade and giv- 
ing back as little to the United 
States as possible. 
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On the other hand, Russia is capitalizing on this persistent posi- 
tion of the empire group by championing the cause of freedom of 
oppressed colonial peoples. In various United Nations conferences, 
Russian delegates have repeatedly embarrassed and weakened the Brit- 
ish by demanding a widespread adaptation of colonial trusteeship—a 
principle the United States originally proposed but abandoned in a 
rather cowardly way under British, Dutch and Wall Street pressure. 
This left the field clear for adroit Russian maneuvers in denouncing the 
colonial system and drawing the allegiance of colonial peoples to 
Moscow by championing their cause of independence. 


ELIEVE IT OR NOT. Word has reached America that the Protes- 
tant missionary societies of the Netherlands urge “without am- 
biguity and without reserve” that all colonial relationships be 
liquidated and that the Indonesian problem be settled on terms of 
complete equality for the native peoples. They believe inhabitants of 
the colonies should have the same freedom that the Dutch do at home. 


URVEY. One of America’s leading research bureaus reveals, from 

a survey, that a substantial majority of people in the country ap- 

prove wage and price controls. Another remarkable thing this survey 

revealed was that the higher the social and economic status of those 

questioned the stronger the belief was that the U. S. is headed for 
socialism of some kind. 


RUSSIANS IN GERMANY. The American press recently head- 

lined reports of United States writers who lately visited Russian- 
occupied areas in Germany. Practically all American papers and 
radio commentators played up the news of this as if the visiting 
writers had come out steaming mad at Russia. This is a deliberate 
warping and twisting of the truth. Even The New York Times finally 
denounced this deception of the public by certain elements in America 
that are now violently promoting hatred of Russia. 

The Times pointed out the well-known “realism” of the Russians 
—rough, direct, often brutal. But the Times also pointed out that 
the other side of the neglected report made by the American writers 
showed clearly that the conditions of life in the Russian zone of 
occupation in Germany are superficially much the same as in the 
American zone, and the Russians are doing an efficient job of military 
government—more efficient from some standpoints than the Americans. 

While the zone is far from “communized,” communism is being 
organized as a positive political entity and is making more spectacu- 
lar strides in the Russian zone than the institution of democracy in 
the western zones. 

The Russians are doing much more for young people than the 
western allies, although those activities admittedly lead to a com- 
munistic viewpoint of life. We are justified in denouncing communism, 
but we are not justified in dodging the fact that the Russians are 
doing a better job of teaching communism to the Germans than we 
are of teaching them democracy. 


AMERICAN CARDINALS. One of the most important events in 

the history of the religious world is involved in the expansion of 
the Vatican College of Cardinals by 32 new appointments by the Pope 
of Rome. For centuries, the Italians monopolized this all-important 
Catholic body. North and South America previously had only three 
cardinals, but they are now to have 14! Even few Catholic laymen 
have known that there has been a vigorous controversy in American 
Catholic circles over the fact that, while American Catholics furnish 
more financial support than all the rest of the impoverished world put 
together, the American Catholics had little representation and still 
less influence in shaping Vatican policy. Hence the Catholic people 
of America, with their democratic viewpoint, have been forced to 
become a part of such odiously undemocratic regimes as Franco of 
Spain and Peron of Argentina, of which both dictators have been 
more or less creatures of Vatican policy. Therefore, the enlargement of 
the College of Cardinals with greater participation of American ele- 
ments will inevitably have far-reaching significance. 


Tension Eased 
(continued) 


lence. The park and school de- 
partments are trying to eliminate 
every possible cause of racial] fric- 
tion. Public and private social 
agencies, the clergy and public- 
spirited citizens are cooperating. 
Whenever a series of minor inci- 
dents shows mounting tension, the 
Interracial Committee gets field 
workers into the affected area. 
Meetings are held, sometimes with 
Negro leaders and sometimes pub- 
lic. . . at least half a dozen occa- 
sions . , . serious trouble has been 
averted by these means.” 

We believe this is a remarkable 
report which reveals not only that 
race hates can be overcome by tol- 
erance and understanding, but 
which also outlines a technique of 
how it may be done. 


Primary Vote 


The right of a Negro to vote 
in a Georgia Democratic primary 
was upheld by a federal district 
court decision recently. Judge T. 
H. Davis held that Primus King of 
Columbus, who because of his race 
had not been permitted to vote 
in a “white” primary election last 
year, had been denied this privilege 
in violation of the Constitution. 

According to The Christian Cen- 
tury correspondent, an important 
Atlanta newspaper stated: “There 
have been no racial] upsets in Lou- 
isiana and Texas since their Dem- 
ocratic primaries were adjusted to 
the Supreme Court’s ruling. There 
have been no disturbances or perils 
to the established social order in 
Tennessee, Kentucky and North 
Carolina, where duly qualified Ne- 
gro voters have long been admitted 
to the Democratic primaries, The 
fact is, realistic Georgians have 
recognized that it is neither sound 
policy nor good politics to put the 
state in the attitude of evading 
or defying fundamental laws of 
the land.” 


The Christian Century corre- 
spondent also reports that the first 
result of this ruling is evidenced 
at Athens, where about 400 Ne- 
groes registered for the Demo- 
cratic city election; seventy-five 
per cent of them voted in the 
election, 


Osteopaths and the AMA 


Democracy does not always exist 
in American life. The American 
Medical Association fought a hard 
battle in Congress recently to bar 
osteopath physicians from veter- 
ans hospitals, even when the vet- 
erans themselves requested the 
service of Osteopaths, 

When the medical association 
spokesmen saw that they were 
losing the fight, they warned that 
doctors would refuse to serve vet- 
erang hospitals if osteopaths were 
recognized! Many progressive doc- 
tors have protested to their asso- 
ciation for this undemocratic stand 

especially the threat that they 
would “strike” if osteopaths were 
admitted to the veterans hospitals. 























